
 

Kirkwood Blvd & College Community Roundabout 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 
Q: What is the issue we are trying to resolve? 
A: The College Community School District experiences routine traffic back-ups during peak morning and 
afternoon times in front of Prairie Point Middle School. The congestion requires the daily presence of a 
police officer to assist with traffic control, which is not an ideal, long-term solution for the current traffic 
volumes. A solution is also needed to help accommodate future growth and increased traffic volumes of 
the School District.  
 
Q: What is the proposed solution? 
A: A roundabout is proposed at the intersection of Kirkwood Blvd and 
the district's south access road, south of 76th Avenue SW (see photo).  
 
Q: Why is a roundabout the best solution? 
A: Two primary benefits include efficiency and safety:   
 
Efficiency: Roundabouts are effective at moving high volumes of traffic. 
They are ideal for use near schools when signalized intersections are 
often not needed during the majority of the day, but peak morning and 
afternoon times require effective traffic control.  
 
Safety: Roundabouts slow traffic and reduce the severity of crashes. Their counterclockwise flow 
ensures all traffic moves in only one direction at a time, a maneuver that is easier and safer than 
traditional intersections. They also require vehicles to slow down to enter the intersection, creating a 
safer environment for pedestrians.  
 
Q: What are the safety benefits of using roundabouts? 
A: Roundabouts help reduce the number of conflict points -- a location where vehicles interact with 
another vehicle, pedestrian, or bicycle.  Because traffic is all following the same counterclockwise flow, 
the number of conflict points is significantly reduced at the intersection. Roundabouts remove head-on 
crashes, which are typically the most severe. They produce a 90 percent reduction in fatalities, a 76 
percent reduction in injuries, and a 35 percent reduction in all crashes.   
 
Q: Why isn’t a traffic signal being considered?  
A: The City evaluated the use of a traffic signal at this location. The analysis indicated that a signal would 
not be able to handle traffic as efficiently as a roundabout with current or projected traffic volumes 
during peak times. Traffic volumes also do not meet signal warrants the majority of the day outside peak 
morning/afternoon times.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Q: What is the project’s timeline? 
A: The work will take place during the summer of 2017, when school is not in session.  
 
Q: How much will the roundabout cost? 
A: Construction costs are estimated at approximately $1 – 1.4 million. It was awarded a $500,000 safety 
grant from the State.  This estimate does not include additional project components, such as 
neighboring culvert improvements.  
 
Long-term, the maintenance costs on roundabouts are more economical than traffic signals, which 
require yearly maintenance. Over the next 20 years, a roundabout would save the City approximately 
$120,000 to $200,000 in signal maintenance costs.  
 
Q: Where can I find additional information? 
A: You can download educational brochures, watch an information video, and view additional project 
information on the City’s website: www.cityofcr.com/roundabouts.  
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